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At the heart of coastal Belgian town Knokke-le-Zoute, an
old fisherman’s house has metamorphosed into a space that’s
colourful, original and utterly personal | EEI&x 28R 2RHE
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The home's pitched
roof is typical of old
Knokke. Caroline was
inspired by beach
cabins to paint the
exterior red and white;
similarly, the awning
over the back terrace
is red and white
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The shop office is like
a gallery, with one wall
coverad in reclaimed
wood boards
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White walls and a
white sofa offsat the
pops of colour Caroline
ncorporated into the
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Architect Caroline Notté was searching for a tranquil place; a secondary resi-
dence she could retreat to on the weekends, away from the frenetic pace of her working
life. She searched high and low for the house of her dreams, finally finding it - to her
surprise - in a banal fishing house.

In fact, it was actually the charm of the place that seduced her: the dilapidated
house was located on a tiny, peaceful road at the centre of sleepy seaside town Knokke-
le-Zoute on the Belgian coast.

Before renovating, it's always difficult to get a precise sense of the potential a place
has; unless, that is, you are a designer like Caroline. She immediately saw what she could
do with the 19505 house. Today, thanks to the work she put into transforming it, this is
an atypical, unique home, which, like its owner, has a singular personality.

Caroline is an architect, an interior designer, decorator and photographer, whose
name and creativity have travelled far beyond the borders of Belgium. Naturally, she
has let that creativity loose in her own home. “Here, I am completely released,” confides
the multi-faceted artist.
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“Here, I am completely released,” confides
the multi-faceted artist
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Caroline found the
kitchen cabinets boring,
s0 she asked her friends
to write messages

and notes on them

THIS PAGE
Multi-faceted designer
Caroline Notté; the
back terrace is the
perfect spot for meals
with friends
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Inspired by the traditional beach cabins of the Northern hemisphere, a red-and-
white striped facade decorates the front of the house. At the back of the home, a red-
and-white striped awning echoes the look, cheerily offering shade to an outdoor table
and chairs. In the kitchen, the same bold red and white tones can be found in the cherry
hues of chairs and table and the snowy-white of the Kitchen cabinets and countertops.

It’s a home that is not about accumulation; and yet, it's not about minimalism,
either. Here, we enter a convivial space that’s a mélange of design objects and pieces
found over time. It's a style free from all convention. For the decor, Caroline has incor-
porated vintage design furniture - for example, the sofas of Harry Bertoia and Arne
Jacobsen - found on eBay or at auctions. These objects, sometimes obsolete and no
longer in production, are proof of the home's overall sense of eclecticism. She has mixed
them in such a way in the settings that they are elevated almost to the level of works of
art, demonstrating the fact that each object and each colour is the fruit of a profound
reflection. Combined with contemporary art or Caroline’s own photographs, they create
a look that is punctuated by humour, colour and fantasy.
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It 1s here that Caroline nurtures her
plants of choice - essences of the south,
such as vines and olive trees



It’s a home that is not about accumulation;
and yet, it’s not about minimalism, either
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Behind the house, a terrace and an intimate garden can be found, tucked away
he shop office is from the ocean winds and the prying eves of others. It is here that Caroline nurtures

bathed in light, receiving

it through the skylight her plants of choice - essences of the south, such as vines and olive trees.

and through the wide At the bottom of the garden sits her office workshop, an old box-room that she spent
‘hiﬂjf :Mx;‘m f";‘?!?"“” n much time renovating, so as to welcome in the maximum light possible. Inside, one wall
s Meditarrancan G has been dressed entirely in slats of recycled pine in varying sizes. These planks are
feel, especially thanks to NN fixed on cleats painted in orange, explains Caroline. And, thanks to this subtle play of
the potted olive tree ;'.",';‘);":3' f‘m’:':: spacing between the slats, you see, in filigree, the whole thing under coloured lathing.
OPPOSITE PAGE ERRER o "A wink, in all humility, to Arne Quinze, a Belgian artist that I adore,” says Caroline.

tven Caroline’s ERNARASEES Thanks to the accumulation of lucky finds and an owner with an individual sense of
accessories are red; the AT @MW : RN style, this fun, friendly house marries a daring modernity with a great user-friendliness.
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